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Ensure a Smooth Transition to Your New Roof:
Essential Tips for Homeowners
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Assess Your Current
Roof Condition

1

There is always a need to inspect the condition of an existing roof before
beginning the roof replacement project. It determines if its full replacement
is actually needed or if repairment can extend its lifespan. These are some of
the key aspects to consider:
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Identify Signs of Damage

Visual Inspection :

Look for cracked or missing tiles, rust
spots, or sagging areas. Pay attention
to valleys and eaves where issues often
arise.

Check for Leaks :

Inspect ceilings and walls for water
stains or damp spots that indicate
potential leaks, which can worsen over
time.

Evaluate the Age of Your Roof

Determine Lifespan : 

Understand the expected lifespan of
your roofing material—if your roof is
nearing its end, it may be time for a
replacement.

Consider Previous Repairs :

If your roof has had multiple repairs, it
may be more cost-effective to replace
it rather than continue patching up
problems.

10 Things You Must Know Before Replacing Your Roof
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Choose the Right Materials
2

The material you select will impact not only the cost of your project but also
the durability, energy efficiency, and overall maintenance of your home. By
carefully weighing your options and considering both the initial investment
and long-term benefits, you can make a decision that best suits your needs
and the Australian climate.
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Metal Roofs
Metal 

Metal roofs are durable, energy-efficient, and ideal for
Australian climates, while tile roofs offer great longevity
but may be heavier. Asphalt shingles are more
affordable but have a shorter lifespan.

Consider Climate :

Choose a material suitable for your local climate—metal
is often the best option for withstanding Australia's
harsh sun and extreme weather conditions.

Assess Cost vs. Longevity
Budget Considerations : 

While metal roofing might be more expensive initially,
its durability often makes it more cost-effective in the
long run compared to other materials.

Maintenance Needs :

Different materials require varying levels of
maintenance. Consider what fits your lifestyle and how
much upkeep you’re willing to perform.
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Understand the
Costs Involved
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Replacing a roof can be a significant investment, so understanding the costs
involved is essential for staying within your budget. By being informed
about potential expenses, you can plan effectively and avoid surprises.
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Get a Detailed Breakdown

Itemised Quotes :

Request itemised quotes to
understand material, labor, and other
expenses.

Compare Multiple Quotes: 

Get at least three quotes to gauge fair
pricing and identify cost-saving
opportunities.

Plan for Unexpected Costs

Contingency Budget :

Set aside 10-15% extra for unforeseen
repairs.

10 Things You Must Know Before Replacing Your Roof

Permit and Disposal Costs :

Permit and Disposal Costs: Account
for permits and old material disposal
in your budget.
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Research Local
Building Regulations

4

Familiarising yourself with local building regulations is a key step in ensuring
your roof replacement project goes smoothly. Compliance with council rules
will save you from potential fines and delays.

W
W

W
.S

TO
R

M
B

U
IL

D
G

R
O

U
P

.C
O

M

Understand Permit
Requirements
Check with Local Council :

Contact your local council to
determine if permits are needed for
your roofing work. Requirements can
vary depending on your location and
the scope of the project.

Avoid Penalties :

Failing to obtain the necessary permits
can lead to fines or delays, adding
unnecessary costs and setbacks to
your project.

Comply with Safety Standards
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Determine Lifespan :

Understand the expected lifespan of
your roofing material—if your roof is
nearing its end, it may be time for a
replacement.

Consider Previous Repairs : 

If your roof has had multiple repairs, it
may be more cost-effective to replace
it rather than continue patching up
problems.
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Verify Credentials and Experience

Licensing and Insurance :

Ensure the contractor is licensed and has proper insurance
coverage, protecting you from liability in case of accidents.

Check References :

Ask for references or read online reviews to verify their past
work quality and customer satisfaction.

Hire a Reputable
Contractor

5

Choosing the right contractor is one of the most critical decisions you’ll
make during a roof replacement. Hiring a reputable professional will ensure
high-quality work, help avoid costly mistakes, and give you peace of mind.

Get a Detailed Contract
Written Agreement :

Have a clear, written contract outlining the project scope,
materials, timeline, and costs. This helps prevent
misunderstandings and ensures everyone is on the same
page.

Warranty Coverage :

Make sure the contractor provides a warranty for both
materials and workmanship, offering protection in case of
future issues.
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Choose the Right Season

Avoid Peak Summer and Rainy Seasons :

Schedule your roof replacement
during cooler months, like autumn or
winter, when contractors are less busy.
This can help you secure better pricing
and reduce delays due to extreme
weather.

Consider Off-Peak Demand :

During off-peak seasons, contractors
often have more availability, allowing
you to schedule your project sooner
and at potentially lower costs.

Prepare for 
Unpredictable Weather

Stay Flexible :

In QLD, unpredictable weather can
lead to unexpected delays. Having a
flexible schedule helps to manage
these situations without stress.
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Avoid Emergency Replacements :

Plan your roof replacement before
major problems occur. Doing this can
help you avoid paying extra for
emergency work and ensure your
project is done at a convenient time.

Timing Is Everything
6

Timing plays a major role in the success of your roof replacement project. By
carefully planning when to replace your roof, you can save money, avoid
complications, and ensure optimal results. The right timing can make a
significant difference in both costs and the overall smoothness of the project.
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Understand Disposal Requirements

Contractor’s Role : 

Confirm that your contractor will handle the removal and
disposal of old roofing materials as part of their service. This is
often included, but it's essential to verify beforehand.

Local Regulations : 

Be aware of local council regulations regarding the disposal of
construction waste, including recycling requirements and
landfill restrictions.

Plan for Disposal of
Old Roofing

7

Properly planning for the disposal of your old roofing materials is an important
part of the roof replacement process. By ensuring responsible disposal, you
can avoid unnecessary fees and adhere to environmental regulations.

Consider Recycling Options

Sustainable Disposal :

Many roofing materials, like metal, can be recycled. Ask your
contractor if they offer recycling services, helping to reduce the
environmental impact of your project.

Cost Considerations : 

Recycling can sometimes reduce disposal fees, offering both a
cost-effective and eco-friendly solution.
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Warranty and
Insurance Coverage

8

Understanding warranty and insurance coverage is vital when replacing
your roof. It ensures that you’re protected against potential defects and
liabilities, giving you peace of mind about your investment.
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Review Warranty Options

Material and Workmanship Warranties : 

Check what warranties are offered on
both the roofing materials and the
contractor's workmanship. A good
warranty can last from 20 years to a
lifetime, depending on the material.

Understand Coverage Terms :

Read the warranty terms carefully to
understand what is covered, including
any maintenance requirements that
must be met to keep the warranty valid.

Confirm Contractor’s Insurance
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Liability Insurance :

Ensure your contractor has liability
insurance to protect you from financial
responsibility in case of accidents or
damages during the project.

Workers’ Compensation :

Verify that the contractor provides
workers’ compensation insurance for
their employees. This protects you
from liability if a worker is injured while
working on your property.
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Create a Temporary Living Plan

Arrange for Alternative Accommodations : 

Depending on the extent of the work, you may need to stay
elsewhere for a few days. Consider arranging temporary
accommodations with family or friends, or booking a short-
term rental if necessary.

Plan for Pets and Children : 

Ensure you have a plan for keeping pets and children safe and
occupied during the replacement process, especially if loud
noises and unfamiliar workers are present.

Manage Noise and Cleanliness
Set Expectations :

Prepare for noise and dust during the roofing process. Discuss
with your contractor about the expected levels of disruption so
you can plan accordingly.

Protect Your Belongings : 

Move or cover outdoor furniture and any items that could be
affected by debris or dust from the work area. This will help
minimize cleaning and protect your belongings.

Prepare for the Disruption
9

Replacing your roof can be a significant undertaking that may disrupt your
daily routine. Being prepared for this disruption can help you manage the
process smoothly and reduce stress for you and your family. Understanding
the potential impacts of the project allows you to plan effectively and keep
your household running as smoothly as possible.
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Schedule Regular Inspections

Routine Checks :

Conduct regular inspections of your
roof at least twice a year, preferably in
spring and autumn, to identify any
potential issues early.

Hire Professionals :

Consider hiring a professional roofer to
perform thorough inspections, as they
can spot problems that may not be
visible to the untrained eye.

Keep It Clean

Remove Debris :

Regularly clear leaves, branches, and
other debris from your roof and
gutters to prevent water buildup and
potential damage.
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Avoid Emergency Replacements :

Check for moss or algae growth,
especially in shaded areas, and take
steps to remove it, as it can
compromise the integrity of your roof.

Maintain Your New Roof
10

Proper maintenance of your new roof is essential for ensuring its
longevity and performance. By establishing a regular upkeep routine,
you can prevent issues and extend the life of your roofing investment.
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